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nothing in it like the disaster at Sedan or the loss of
Alsace-Lorraine ; nothing like the gratuitous quarrel
with Germany about the vacant Crown of Spain ;
nothing like the law of May 1850, which, by altering
the suffrage, gave the great enemy of the Republic the
' opportunity for which he had been waiting. Yet, if
we multiply occasions for such calamities, it is pos-
sible and even probable that they will occur ; and it
is useless to deny that, with the craving for political
excitement which is growing on us every day, the
chances of a great false step are growing also.

I do not think it likely to be denied, that the
activity of popular governmeiit is more and more
tending to exhibit itself in legislation, or that the
materials for legislation are being constantly supplied
in ever-increasing abundance through the competition
of parties, or, lastly, that'the keen interest which the
community takes in looking on, as a body of specta-
tors, at the various activities of popular government,
is the chief reason of the general impression that ours
is an Age of Progress, to be indefinitely continued.
There are, however, other causes of this impression or
belief, which are much less obvious and much less
easily demonstrated to the ordinary English politician.
At the head of them, are a group of words, phrases,
maxims, and general propositions, which have their.
root in political theories, not indeed far removed from
us by distance of time, but as much forgotten by the